(1)

2)

€)

(4)

JENU KURUMBA GRAMMAR - SAMPLE TEXT

ondi kerili enne: temme: jeredi kudumbe:
ondi ke:ri -li enne:ni temme:ni jeredi kudumbe:
a settlement LOC elder brother younger brother two family

itti.

ir -t -

be PAST 3PLNeut

'"There were two families of an elder brother and a younger brother.' datal.l

eoerri  jeredi kudumbe: ke:digi ho:de:ri.

eoeiri  jeredi kudumbe: keidi -gi  hor -d -viri
they two family forest DAT go NON-PRES 3PL.M/FEM

'"They both went to the forest.! datal.2

eoeLrigi timbele jewedi kemne.

eoerri -gi  tin -ele jewedi kemne
they DAT eat to anything NEG

'"They did not have anything to eat.’" datal.3

ke:digi ho:ge:ge:  gelisi tuppe: bedi idi elle: everi
ke:di -gi  ho: -eiger gelisi tuppe:r bedi idi eller everi
forest DAT go when tuber honey meat this all they
tedekki ho:de:ri.

tedekk -i -0 ho: d -eiri
search NON-PRES VP go NON-PRES 3PL.M/FEM

'As they were going to the forest, they went searching for tubers, honey, meat etc.'

datal.4



()

(6)

egti ettijo:di be:fte

egi -t ettt A -0 -o:di  Dbeite

dig NON-PRES VP take NON-PRES VP PROG hunting

e:dijo:di eveiri  hode:ge: dzinegi  ondi
ed i -0 -o:idi everi ho: d -BIge: a_jima:gi ondi
dance NON-PRES VP PROG they go NON-PRES when daily one
ondi dzegeili egti etti

ondi dzeige: -li  egi -t ettt -i -0

one place LOC dig NON-PRES VP take NON-PRES VP

ho:gi seireigembe:ge: gelist ondi mufte, tuppe
ho: -i -0 ser -eigemb -vige: gelisi ondi muiffe tuppe
go NON-PRES VP reach nearly while tuber a bag honey
selpe: beidi edi elle: ondi mugte edi egti

selpe: beidi edi elle:r ondi mutte edi egi -t -i

little meat it all a bag it dig NON-PRES VP
kestepetti eveiri  ho:de:ri ondi
kesteped, -t -i eveiri  ho: d -eiri ondi
work hard NON-PRES 3SGNeut they go NON-PRES 3PLM/FEM a
bette:gi.

bette:  -gi

mountain DAT

'As they were digging and hunting daily in different places, they managed to get a sack full of
tubers, some honey, and a sack full of meat and they went to a mountain.'

e:  befteli edine
er better -li edi -ne
that mountain LOC it
evikke:kkelle:?

vikk -evikki -elle:

keep should NEG

'"Will not they have to cook all these?'

e:kki

e:kk

dat

data

suffi
sud, -t

-i -0

al.o

1.5

-i

ACC keep NON-PRES VP heat NON-PRES VP



(7) edigi jome me:dide:ri nixri  demwi

edigi jone medq -id -eiri nirri  dewi
SO what do NON-PRES 3PL.M/FEM  water thirst
eifti.

N -1t -1

happen PAST 3SGNeut
'What happened was they became thirsty.! datal.?7

(8) nemni nirri  tendemni; be:di gelisi elle: sutfotfi
neni nirri  te  -d -emi  beidi gelisi elle: sud -offi
ISG  water give NON-PRES 1SG meat tuber all heat CP
eikkirst; nemni  baige: niwrd  ettijoidi
ekk -irsi nemni boaiger nird ettt -i -0 -oudi
make keep 1SG  fast water take NON-PRES VP PROG
bende:ni endi  halideni.

ber -d -emi  endi  hor| -id -eini
come NON-PRES 1SG COMP tell NON-PRES 3SG.M

'(younger brother) said (to elder brother), "I will go and get water and you cook meat, tuber."
datal.8



(9) edigi enne: ha:[ide:ni* kemne neni

edigi enneni ha:| -id -eini keme nemni

but elder brother tell NON-PRES 3SG.M NEG ISG

ho:de:ni; ni:ni  suffi eikkirsi;

ho: -d -emi  nimi  sud - -+ wkk -ir -s -i

go NON-PRES 1SG 2SG  heat NON-PRES VP keep be CAUS 3SGNeut

seri  eiti endotti enne:

seri  ® -t - endi  -ofti enne:ni
okay happen PAST 3SGNeut COMP CP elder brother

kotte: ettijo:di ni:rigi
kotte: ett -i -0 -oidi  niri -gi
article used to drink water take NON-PRES VP PROG water DAT
ho:de:ni.

ho: -d -eini

go NON-PRES 3SG.M

'But the elder brother said, "No, I will go (for water). You cook and keep it" and went to bring
water taking 'kotta' (an article used to collect water).! datal.9

(10) ni:rigi ho:de:ge: nixri  sikkitti.
nirri -gi  hor -d -eige: nird sikk -itt i
water DAT go NON-PRES when  water get PAST 3SGNeut
'When he went he got water.! datal.10



(11)

(12)

(13)

sume:ri  dure:li nirri  ettijo:di bere:  genge:
sume:ri dure:  -li nixrd ettt -i -0 -oidi  bere:  genge:
some distance LOC water take NON-PRES VP PROG coming until
temme be:di gelisi idi elle suffi

temme:ni be:di gelisi idi elle sud -t -i

younger brother meat tuber  this all heat NON-PRES 3SGNeut
eikkirside:ni.

ekk -ir -s -id -eini

keep be CAUS NON-PRES 3SG.M

"When the elder brother was coming with the water at a distance, the younger brother had
cooked and kept the meat and tuber.! datal.ll

ondi ondi mutte idde be:di gelisi elle suffe
ondi ondi muwtte ir -d -e be:di gelisi elle sutte
one one bag be NON-PRES REL meat tuber all heating

kendigi edi erde: erde:r mutte egitti.

kendigi edi erde:r erde:r muife eg -t -
after it half half bag become PAST 3SGNeut

'"The meat and tuber that were one sack full each had become half sack full each after being
cooked.! datal.l2

edine enne: bendi no:dijotti jomne

edi -ne  enneni ber -d -+ noyq, -i -jof{i jone
it ACC elder brother come NON-PRES VP see NON-PRES CP what

ha:lide:ni endele” jeredi jeredi muttelle:
hat| -id -emi  endele  jeredi jeredi muife -elle:
tell NON-PRES 3SG.M that two two bag NEG
idde:di jomige erde: erde: mufte idde.
ir -d -edi jomige erde: erde:r muife ir -de

be NON-PRES E.NOMZ why half half bag be 3SG.Neut

'Seeing that the elder brother said, "Were'nt there one sack of meat and tuber each. Why are
there only half each?" datal.l13



(14) nimi tindewe:?”

nini  tin -d - -B
2SG  eat NON-PRES 2SG INTER
'Did you eat them?' datal.l4

(15) keme neni tindiredille.

keme neni tin -d -ir -er -edi -ille
no ISG eat NON-PRES be PRES E.NOMZ NEG

'No, I have not eaten.! datal.l5

(16) edi sufte  kendigi ente eitti.

edi sutte  kendigi ente e -t -
it heating after likewise happen PAST 3SGNeut

'After cooking it became like that.! datal.l6

(17) edigi te:  kemmi eitti.

edigi te:  kemmi e -t -
but only less happen PAST 3SGNeut

'"That's why it became less.! datal.l7

(18) binkili sudo:delle?

binki -li sud -o:  -edi -elle
firetr  LOC heat PRES EXNOMZ NEG

'We cook it, isn't it?' datal.1l8

(19) edigi elle: bedijotti.”

edigi elle: bedi e -ttt -
but all meat become PAST 3SGNeut

'"That's why they became cooked meat.! datal.l19

(20) “ kemne nini idine erde:  erde: tinde.

keme nini idi -ne  erder erde: tin -d -e
NEG 2SG this ACC half half eat NON-PRES 2SG

""No, You have eaten half of them" (said the elder brother)' datal.20



21)

(22)

(23)

ni:ni nene:gi mo:se  me:dide endi  enne:

niini nemi -gi  moise mexq, -id - endi  enneni
2SG  1SG DAT bad do NON-PRES 2SG COMP elder brother
ha:lide:ni.

ha| -id -eini

tell NON-PRES 3SG.M
"You have done bad to me" said the elder brother.! datal.21

enne: temme:nigi elli  me:ttigi me:tti
enne:ni temme:ni -gi elli metti -gi  metti
elder brother younger brother DAT there word DAT word
nededotti.

nede -d - hor -tt  -i
take place NON-PRES VP go PAST 3SGNeut

'"There was a quarrel between the elder and younger brothers.! datal.22

edigi temme: ha:[ide:ni, enne: ne:ni
edigi temme:ni ha:| -id -eni enneind ne:ni
but younger brother tell NON-PRES 3SG.M elder brother 1SG
ninne bufi tindiredille

niini -ne  bug -1 -+ tin d -ir -er -edi -ille
2SG ACC COMPL NON-PRES VP eat NON-PRES be PRES E.NOMZ NEG

jomige endele nenge: ibbe:ri kestepetti idine
jomige endi -ele nenge: ibbe:ri kesteped, -t -+ idi -ne
why that if 1PL two (people) work hard NON-PRES VP this ACC
egti tindire:di.

egi -t i tin d -ir -er -edi

dig NON-PRES VP eat NON-PRES be PRES E.NOMZ

' The younger brother said, "Elder brother! I will never eat without you because we both worked
hard and dug and got all these.! datal.23



(24) nenge: ibbeiri seme: tinebo:di  endotfi neni ninne

nenge: ibberi seme: tin -boidi endi -offi neni ninne

1PL two equally eat can that CP ISG  yesterday
ke:ttide:di.
ke:tt -i -0 ir -d -edi

wait NON-PRES VP be NON-PRES E.NOMZ

'l was waiting for you so that we can eat equally.! datal.24

(25) nemni tindiredille.

nemni tin -ic -er -edi -ille
1SG eat be PRES E.NOMZ NEG

'l have not eaten.' datal.25

(26) nine:gi i me:diri  sendethe: iddele nenne
ninié -gi i me:diri  sendethe:r ir -d -ele neni -ne
2SG DAT this like doubt be NON-PRES if ISG GEN
hotte:ne kujdi no:di.
hotte: -ne  kuj -d -+ noyq, -i

stomach ACC tap NON-PRES VP see IMP

'If you have doubt like this, then you cut my stomach and see.! datal.26

(27) eger tindire:di tine:dedi
eiger  tin -d -ir -er -edi tin -e:  d -edi
then eat NON-PRES be PRES E.NOMZ cat NEG NON-PRES E.NOMZ
nine:gi gotte:dedi.

niini -gi  gotti  -w: -d -edi
2SG DAT knowing become NON-PRES E.NOMZ

'"Then you will find whether I have eaten or not.! datal.27

(28) o:! nimi halidele nemni  korleikkeve:?
ol nimi ho -id -ele nemni ko:| -ekki -ewe:
Oh! 2SG tell NON-PRES if ISG  hear should INTER
'Oh! should I listen to what you say?’ datal.?28



(29) nemni kujdi no:dide:ni endotti
neni  kuj -d -+ noyd -id -emi  endi -offi
ISG  tap NON-PRES VP see NON-PRES ISG that CP
temme:ne hotte ketti etti kujdi
temme:ni -ne  hofte:  ketti ett -i -0 kuj -d -
younger brother GEN stomach knife take NON-PRES VP tap NON-PRES VP
no:dide:ni.
noxd, -id -emni
see  NON-PRES 3SG.M

"I will cut and see" he said and cut the stomach of the younger brother and saw.! datal.29

(30) temme:mne hotte:li jewedi ittille.

temme:ni -ne  hofte: -li jewedi ir -t -ille
younger brother GEN stomach in anything be PAST NEG

'"There was nothing in the stomach of younger brother.! datal.30

(31) w®iger fe enne:nigi be:le dukke: eitti.

eige: te enne:ni -gi  beile dukke: e -t -
then only elder brother DAT much sorrow  happen PAST 3SGNeut

'Only then the elder brother became sorrowful.! datal.31

32) tfe! nenne temme:ni nize: ho|ideleni
tfe! neni -ne  temme:ni nize: hoi| -id -ele: -ni
oh! no! 1SG GEN younger brother truth tell NON-PRES if even/also
neni ka:littille.

neni koi| -itt  -ille
1ISG  hear PAST NEG

'Oh! No! my younger brother had told the truth. I did not listen." datal.32



(33)

(34)

(35)

nenne temme:ne ne:ni  konde:kkide:mnelle:

neni -ne  temme:ni -ne  nemni kol wvikk -id -emi -elle:
ISG GEN younger brother ACC 1SG  kill keep NON-PRES 1SG NEG
endotti be:le kestepetfti ettide:ni.

endi -ofti beie kesteped -t -+ etti -d -emni
COMP CP much work hard NON-PRES VP weep NON-PRES 3SG.M

""Haven't I killed my younger brother" he said and wept louder.'! datal.33

temme:ni setto:de:ni.

temme:ni se -t -+ -ho: d -eini
younger brother die NONPRES VP AUX NON-PRES 3SG.M
"Younger brother died.' datal.34

enne:ni e bette: inde: buddi temni
enne:ni er  bette: inde: buddi temni

elder brother that mountain from  fall REFL
setto:de:ni.
se -t -+ -hor -d -eini

die NONPRES VP AUX NON-PRES 3SG.M
"The elder brother also died by falling down from that mountain.' datal.35
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